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becomes increasingly important
o use a diverse set of strong
passwords. This week we take
a look at the five best password
managers to keep your
passwords organized.

Photo a composite of images
by melodi2 and nintaro.

You can't afford to use the
same password for everything,
nor do many of us have the
recall skills to keep dozens and

dozens of complex alphanumeric passwords stored in perfect order in our memories. A password manager is the compromise

between using a few you can remember and risking forgetting some if you use too many complex passwords. The following

five tools will help you build a strong password set and securely store it so you're never stuck
fear of forgetting it.
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using the same old password for

If you're extra paranoid about

_|lsecurity it's tough to go wrong

with an open-source solution

' knowing that you (or the

concerned community) can
pore over the code. KeePass is
open-source, free, and

_flavailable for everything from a

portable Windows installation to
an implementation for iPhones,
PocketPCs, and Android
phones. KeePass supports a
wvariety of features including
lautomatic password
generation, field and icon
customization, secure notes,

and login and password entry

through clipboard copying, drag and drop, or auto fill-in. KeePass supports a wide range of import and export formats as well

as printing for hard copy backup or secure offline storage. If you're interested in KeePass you

‘Il definitely want to check out our

guide to the eight best KeePass plug-ins and how to sync your KeePass keyring with Dropbox.

Roboform (Windows, Basic: Free/Pro: $29.95)
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RoboForm isn't going to win
any awards for a stunning GUI,
but it has gathered accolades
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for ease of use and tight
integration with popular web
browsers. You can set
RoboForm to not only
automatically log you into
existing services but quickly fill
out forms to register for new
ones with automatic fill in of
names and email addresses.

RoboForm included encrypted
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notes, random password

_Hgeneration, and the ability to

password lists for storage in a fire safe or other secure location.

LastPass (Windows/Mac/Linux/Mobile, Basic: Free/Premium: $1/month)

print hard copy backups of your
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LastPass is one of the newest
password managers on the
market but it has quickly gained
a following for ease of use,
hiccup-free integration across
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extremely reasonable
premium-model that costs only
a $1 a month. Because
LastPass is available for every

K Bookmarkiets A i major operating system and
LCT . .
History P ek _phon_e platform |_ts (#fflcult to
& oz = imagine a combination of
2 &) boxee.tv .
T : operating system, web browser,
Export | 1 brizzhv com

and phone it doesn't cover,
meaning you'll use your
password manager more. LastPass has gone to extraordinary lengths to cover the bases when it comes to running a
web-connected password management service including the ability to use two-layer authentication and setting up one-time
use passwords for those times you want to access your online password database but you're not sure if the connection you're
on is really secure. For a closer look at LastPass check out our guide here.

SplashID (Window s/Mac/Mobile, Desktop: $19.95/Mobile:$9.95)
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email your passwords to other
SplashID users. SplashID
supports heavily customizable entry fields so you can easily make specialized entry types for storage of non-password data
(confidential records, bank information, insurance information, and more). SplashiD offers a 30 day trial.

1Password (Mac OS X/iPhone, Desktop: $39.95/iPhone:$14.95)

1Password is a Mac-centric
password manager with

Facebook b support for syncing to your
O Windaww iPhone and iPad through the
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1Password mobile suite. Not
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customization of login icons and
humbnails, integration with

Evernote and Safari, and a
tag-based system for easy login

organization. While this is completely irrelevant to the quality of a good password manager insofar as the security of the
passwords is concerned, it's worth noting that 1Password sports the most attractive and polished user interface of any

password manager we've reviewed.

Now that you've had a chance to look over the top five contenders for the title of best password manager it's time to cast your

vote in the poll below:
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‘Which Password Manager Is Best? (Poll
Closed)

KeePass 33.2% (4,687 votes)

RoboForm 14.2% (2,003 votes)

LastPass 23% (3,238 votes)

SplashID 1.4% (204 votes)

1Password 22.3% (3,147 votes)

Other 5.9% (828 votes)

Total Votes: 14,107

Share This

Have a favorite tool that wasn't mentioned here or a tip or trick to share about one that was? Let's hear about it in the
comments. Have an idea for the next Hive Five? Send us an email at tips@lifehacker.com.

Send an email to Jason Fitzpatrick, the author of this post, at jason@lifehacker.com.

Get more stories like this in your inbox by signing up for Lifehacker Daily.
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